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Flight Simulator Extensions 0⁄1} 





The flight simulators from Microsoft have improved much over 
the years. A great deal of attention has been paid to realistic 
flight behaviour and the graphical representation of the air- 
craft and its surroundings. Planning of the flight, flight lessons, 
weather circumstances and even radio contact are currently 
part of the simulation. 

The only thing that is missing is a cockpit with all the bells 
and whistles, so that we won't have to use the keyboard, and 
display the relevant information (height, speed, etc.) on a real 
instrument panel surrounding us. 

There are companies that manufacture these kind of cockpits 
or parts of cockpits, but do-it-yourself construction is much 
more fun of course... 

It is quite a job to build a beautiful cockpit, but this is not usu- 
ally the issue that hobbyists have difficulties with. The big 
problem is the communication between the flight simulator 
and your own cockpit. The control of the stick (via a joystick) 
is probably not going to be too much of a problem, but how do 
you deal with such things as tuning the radio to a different 


channel or adjusting the landing flaps to 10%? And another big 
question is how to obtain the relevant information for the 
instrument panel. 

Fortunately, the flight simulator can be expanded with your 
own functions through DLLs. On the Internet you can find 
legions of people who enthusiastically occupy themselves 
with these problems. They often will make their software 
available to others at no charge or for a very nominal sum. A 
summary of the available software would never be complete. 
It is therefore much better if you take a look on the Internet for 
yourself. 

A good place to start is: www.schiratti.com/index.html. 

A diverse number of things can be found here, from DLLs to 
write your own communications programs, to complete pro- 
grams that perform a particular function. For information, 
examples and help when building your own cockpit, 
http://www.simpits.org/ is a good starting point. 
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